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Greetings All, 

My name is Meredith Hall and I look

forward to serving Boyd County as the            

Agriculture and Natural Resources Agent. 

Do not hesitate to contact me with any 

questions, concerns or program ideas.                              

Please enjoy your newsletter! 

Meredith Hall 

Boyd County Extension Agent for  

Agriculture and Natural Resources 

February 2025 



Upcoming Events 
*Denotes preregistration is required

*Bull Value Assessment Program

February 13 & 27 @ 6:00 PM  

Carter County Extension Office 

* Horses & Horsemen Program

March 11, 18, & 25 @ 6:00 PM

Boyd County, Franks Building 

Follow us on our

Facebook pages for more

upcoming events: 

Boyd County Agriculture 

https://www.facebook.com/BoydCountyAgriculture/ 

Boyd County Cooperative  

Extension Service 

https://www.facebook.com/BoydCountyCES/ 



Controlling Lice in Cattle 
Source: Lee Townsend, UK Extension entomologist 

During the cold winter months, lice numbers increase. They can spread from one animal 

to the rest of the cattle herd as the animals bunch together. In time, the whole herd may become  

infested but usually only a few animals become extremely lousy. Infested animals rub and 

scratch excessively in response to the irritation caused by lice. 

Biting and sucking lice can cause slow weight gain or even a gradual loss, louse-induced  

anemia, or lowered resistance to stresses, such as cold, wet weather. A carefully planned and 

timely louse control program will cut losses greatly. 

Both biting and sucking lice can occur in a herd. Typically, only a small number of     

animals are heavily infested. A few lice survive the hot summer months on "carrier" animals,  

usually bulls or old cows. 

The bull's longer, denser coat and heavier neck and shoulders prevent him from groom-

ing efficiently. Self-grooming helps to reduce louse numbers. Nutrition, general health, and    

reduced effectiveness of the immune system of older cows can predispose them to louse      

infestations. 

Confirm a suspected louse infestation by a careful examination of the most agitated    

animals. Part the hair at points along the neck, head and around the eyes, on the withers, brisket, 

and shoulders to look for nits (eggs) and lice. Sucking lice can occur in patches. They have    

narrow, pointed heads and tend to remain attached to the animal. Chewing lice are more active    

and have a wider, triangular head. 

There are several control options for lice but the list of options narrows, especially at this 

time of year. We are beyond the treatment date for cattle grubs, so a systemic insecticide should  

not be used unless a grub treatment was applied earlier. 

A whole animal spray gives the good coverage needed for effective louse control and is 

also one of the cheapest treatments. This leaves pour-ons and dusts as relatively "dry"      

alternatives.  

Check the label carefully before you buy. For example, you may find different costs     

for products containing the same concentration of a specific active ingredient. Also, look at the 

application rate and method. Some products have an applicator or measuring device to help    

deliver accurate doses. This is very helpful when dose rates are just a few cc's per head. 

Note other cautions or restrictions on the label. Especially important are the time to wait    

between applications (two are needed for louse control because the egg or nit stage is not killed) 

and protective equipment to be used during application. 

For more information contact the Boyd County Cooperative Extension Service. 



Source: Jimmy Henning, Plant and Soil Science Professor 

Kentucky’s weather conditions are predictably unpredictable. During the Kentucky Forage 
and Grassland Council assembly in November, board members discussed a possible shift 
in optimal timing for frost seeding clover -- broadcasting red clover into winter wheat just   
before green-up -- due to the increasingly milder winters. With that said, be careful when 
making statements about Kentucky weather as weather variation complicates predicting 
the optimum period for frost seeding clovers.  

As legumes, clovers are an essential part of a strong and healthy nitrogen cycle in grass-
lands. Distributing six pounds of red clover and one to two pounds of white clover over a 
grassy area with some bare soil in the later part of winter, combined with minimal          
competition control, can develop high-quality pasture.   

The advantages of cultivating clover are substantial, encompassing natural nitrogen 
fixation, and enhanced forage quality and yield. Particularly noteworthy is recent U.S.   
Department of Agriculture research indicating that red clover can significantly mitigate  
the vasoconstrictive effects of toxic endophyte tall fescue, making it an exceptionally    
valuable crop.  

Frost seeding is a preferred establishment method due to its minimal equipment       
requirements. Typically, a small spinner seeder attached to a tractor or four-wheeler is all 
you would need for seed distribution. Red and/or white clover are well-suited for frost 
seeding as they exhibit rapid germination, shade tolerance, and vigorous root and shoot   
development in their seedling stages. Their small, smooth seeds are readily incorporated 
into the top  quarter inch of soil through natural weather patterns or animal movement.  

Despite the numerous advantageous clover traits are for establishment, it is crucial to     
adhere to the fundamental requirements of forage establishment, even in low-input    
methods like frost seeding. These essentials include: 

        Continued on next page…... 



1. Conduct soil analysis and apply necessary nutrients. Clovers thrive in soil with a pH
of 6.5 to 7  and medium to high levels of phosphorus and potassium. Nitrogen s
should only be added when diammonium phosphate is required for phosphorus
provision.

2. Choose a high-quality variety. Opt for an improved variety with established
performance and genetics. Selecting a superior red clover variety can yield up to
three tons more hay per acre and extend the stand's lifespan compared to common,
unclassified seeds. The University of Kentucky provides extensive yield data and
persistence of white and red clover varieties for hay and pasture, available at
http://forages.ca.uky.edu/variety_trials. It is advisable to check with seed suppliers
to see if your favorite variety is available.

3. Apply an adequate quantity of seed. Typical seeding rates range from 8 to 12
pounds of red clover and one to two pounds of white/ladino clover per acre. A
reduced rate, such as six pounds of red and one pound of white clover, still results
in over 55 seeds per square foot (37 red and 18 white).

4. Ensure seed contact with bare soil. Removing excess grass or thatch, revealing bare
ground, is imperative before overseeding. A major cause of frost seeding failures is
excessive ground cover. Farmers can achieve bare soil exposure through controlled
cattle movement or mechanically using a chain harrow.

5. Achieve optimal seed-soil contact. Frost seedings rely on precipitation and the
freeze-thaw cycle to integrate clover seeds into the top quarter inch of soil.
Utilizing a corrugated roller post-seeding can further enhance soil contact.

6. Manage competition the following spring. Avoid additional nitrogen application on
overseeded fields. Be prepared for timely mowing to control grass or weed over
growth above the clover. Although clover seeds are inherently vigorous, controlling
competition can expedite and improve establishment.

With careful attention to soil fertility, variety selection, seeding rate, seed placement and 
competition management, clover can be successfully frost seeded into existing grass      
pasture. For more information on horticulture frost seeding, contact the Boyd County   
Extension office.      

http://forages.ca.uky.edu/variety_trials


 Changes to CAIP Beef Bull Cost-share Program    

Dr. Darrh Bullock, University of Kentucky, Extension Professor 

Significant changes to the CAIP Beef Bull Cost-share program have been 

approved for 2025. Both Kentucky and Tennessee have similar programs but 

have traditionally had  different Expected Progeny Differences (EPD) require-

ments. The guidelines committees of the two states met and came to consensus 

on a set of guidelines that are now uniform across the state line. Some of the 

major changes are highlighted in this article, however, pay close attention to the 

full requirements before purchasing a bull for cost-share funding. 

• The number of bull categories has been reduced to 3; Balanced Trait/Maternal,

Terminal Sire and Carcass Merit. There is no longer a Heifer Acceptable category,

however, recommended minimal Calving Ease Direct or Birth Weight EPDs are

provided for those that plan to breed the bull to heifers.

• There are only EPD requirements for CED/BW and Growth traits OR CED/BW and

an appropriate Economic Selection Index value depending on the breed. There is

no longer a milk requirement for Balanced Trait/Maternal, however a range is

recommended for  producers to consider staying within. There are also

recommendations for maximum  Mature Weight EPDs and minimum Docility

EPDs.

• The formatting has changed. Instead of all breeds’ requirements being listed in a

table for each bull category, they are now listed by breed with the requirements

and recommendations for each category.

• All bulls will still be required to be genomically tested and have Genomically

Enhanced EPDs. Contact your breed association for more information on how to

accomplish this.

These new requirements will be implemented starting January 1, 2025. 

Please bear with us as we make this transition, we will try to work through any 

issues that arise. In the long run this will simplify bull      

purchases across the KY/TN state line and will improve        

the program overall. 



Keep warm and cozy with this hearty dish! 




